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street center line opposite the midpoint of the street line. On lots abutting more than one street 
line, the average of the measurements at the midpoints of all street lines shall determine the curb 
level. 
Curie: a unit of radioactivity equal to three and seven-tenths multiplied by ten to the tenth 
power disintegrations per second. 
Current plat of survey: see "plat of survey, current". 
Day care center, child: a facility that receives more than seven children at anyone time for 
daytime care and that provides personal care, protection, supervision, training and other 
programs. Child day care centers exclude: 

A. Kindergartens and other programs run by public or private schools or chw'ches; 
B. Centers conducted on federal, State or local government premises; 
C. Facilities operated in connection with a shopping center or other facilities where 

children are cared for while their parents or custodians are in the vicinity and readily available; 
and 

D. Special activities conducted periodically by civic, charitable and government 
organizations. 

E. "Type B Family Day-Care home" means a permanent residence in which childcare is 
provided for one to six children at one time and in which no more than three children are under 
two years of age at one time. In counting children for the purposes of this designation, any 
children under six years of age who are related to the day-care operator and who are on the 
premises of the type B home shall be counted. 
Decibel: a unit of measurement of the intensity or loudness of sound. 
Deck: construction attached to a building open to the sky with floor materials built at an 
elevation above natural grade. 
Density: the number of dwelling units per acre of land. "Gross density" refers to the number of 
units per acre of the total land to be developed. "Net density" refers to the number of units per 
acre of land devoted to residential use. 
Directional sign: see "sign, directional". 
Display board: see "sign, message board". 
Dog kennel: see "kennel". 
Dog run, enclosed: an outdoor area enclosed on all sides by a fence for the exclusive purpose of 
continuous or occasional confinement of one or more animals commonly kept as household pets. 
Dog Run, open: an outdoor area, which is not enclosed on all sides by a fence, b::t do;;; F Gvid:;; 
restricted travel for one or more animals commonly kept as household pets and is used 
exclusively for this purpose. 
Double-frontage lot: see "lot, double-frontage". 
Drip line: the perimeter formed by the points furthest away from the trunk of a tree where 
precipitation falling from the branches of that tree lands on the ground. 
Drive-in establishment: an establishment at which patrons may be served without leaving their 
motor vehicle. Any restaurant, bank, dry cleaning establishment or other business having drive
up or curb service facilities shall be considered a drive-in establishment. 
Drive-in restaurant: see "restaurant, drive-in". 
Drug store/pharmacy: a general retail establishment that also provides controlled substances and 
medicines that requires a doctor prescription to obtain and/or purchase. 
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Dwelling: a building or portion thereof designed or used as a residence, including model homes 
but excluding boarding or lodging houses, nursing homes, motels, hotels, tourist homes, cabins, 
tents and recreational vehicles. 
Dwelling, efficiency: see "efficiency unit". 
Dwelling, multi-family: a building consisting of three or more dwelling units. 
Dwelling, single-family: a residential building consisting of one unit. 
Dwelling, single-family attached: a single-family dwelling attached to one or more other 
single-family dwellings by one or more common vertical walls with each dwelling located on a 
separate lot. 
Dwelling, single-family detached: a single-family dwelling separated from other dwelling units 
by open space. 
Dwelling, two-family: a building consisting of two dwelling units. 
Dwelling, townhouse: a dwelling unit that is attached to one or more other dwelling units on the 
same lot and that has an individual private ground-level entrance to the outside and no portion of 
which is located above any other unit or portion thereof. 
Dwelling unit: space within a building designed or used exclusively as living quarters for one 
family, its household employees, and not more than two boarders or roomers, and which includes 
cooking, bathing and toilet facilities. 
Easement: a right possessed by one or more parties to use the land or air above the land 
belonging to another party for a special purpose or purposes. 
E-Commerce: The activity of buying or selling products online or over the internet. 
E-Commerce & Distribution Facility: The activity of selling items and products online and 
warehousing & distributing such items from the same facility and/or location. This is not the 
same as a "Warehouse & Distributing Center" use . 
Educational institution: see "institution, educational". 
Efficiency unit: a dwelling unit consisting of just one principal room together with bathroom, 
kitchen, hallways, closets and/or dining alcove, and which does not include a bedroom as defined 
herein. 
Embellishment: see "sign embellishment". 
Erect: to build, construct, locate, hang, attach, manually place, suspend or affix, including the 
initial painting of all signs. 
Expressway: a highway that is part of the federal system of interstate and defense highways 
under the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 or any other highway designated as an expressway 
in any adopted City Plans. 
Facing: see "sign facing". 
Family: one or more persons, together with not more than two domestic servants and not more 
than two roomers, boarders or permanent paying or nonpaying guests, who live together in a 
single dwelling unit and constitute a single household in which members share common kitchen 
facilities and have access to all parts of the dwelling. 
Fence: an artificially constructed barrier of any material or materials erected to enclose, screen 
or decorate areas ofland. Fences include walls, hedges and earth berms meeting this definition. 
Fence height: the height of a fence , hedge or wall measured from the ground level at the lowest 
grade level within three feet of either side thereof. 
Fence, open: a fence, including entrance and exit gates, designed and constructed so that the 
surface area of any segment of such fence contains at least seventy percent (70%) open spaces 
and thirty percent (30%) or less solid materials. 
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Fence, solid: a fence that is not an open fence. 
Festoons: a string of light bulbs not shaded or hooded to prevent their being visible at the 
property line, or of ribbons, tinsel, pinwheels, banners, pennants or similar devices that is hung 
outside a structure but is not an integral part thereof. 
Fireproof container: an enclosure designed to prevent the release of radioactive materials that 
is made of steel or concrete or similar materials but not of lead or other low melting metals or 
alloys unless completely encased in steel or concrete. 
Flashing sign: see "sign, flashing". 
Floor area: the sum of the gross horizontal area Gf sp[t~e cont3i~ed on ~11 flo!J:!"s me(lsl~red in 
square feet from the exterior faces of the exterior walls of each building, or from the center line 
of party walls separating two buildings. Floor area includes space in accessory buildings; all 
cellar, b::sement and attic space; and space for stairs, elevators, maintenance areas and equipment 
areas except as provided in the definitions herein of "floor area, gross" and "floor area, net". For 
structures devoted to bulk storage of materials, every ten feet of building height shall be 
considered as one floor for purposes of calculating floor area. 
Floor area, gross: a measure of floor area, as defined herein, used for purposes of calculating 
floor area ratio, conversions of existing structures and maximum size of business 
establishments. Gross floor area is floor area excluding only: 

A. Areas devoted to off-street parking or off-street loading, including aisles, ramps and 
maneuvenng space; 

B. Attic or half-story space having headroom of seven feet nine inches or less; 
C. Exterior balconies; and 
D. Space on the roof used for mechanical equipment. 

Floor area, net: a measure of floor area as defined herein and used for purposes of calculating 
off-street parking and off-street loading requirements. Net floor area is floor area excluding 
only: 

A. Areas devoted to off-street parking or off-street loading, including aisles, ramps and 
maneuvering space; 

B. Areas devoted primarily to storage and not located within selling or working spaces, 
except for facilities such as warehouses where the principal use is storage; 

C. Basement or cellar areas not devoted to retailing activities, offices, or production or 
processing of goods; 

D. Elevator shafts, stairs and stairwells; 
E. Maintenance shafts and rooms; 
F. Washrooms; 
G. Display windows; and 
H. Fitting rooms. 

Floor area ratio: the total floor area, as defmed herein, of all buildings on a lot divided by the 
area of the lot. 
Free-standing sign: see "sign, free-standing". 
Frequency: the number of oscillations per second in a sound wave, a measure of the pitch of the 
resulting sound. 
Frontage: the length of any street line. 
Frontage, building: see "building frontage". 
Frontage, lot: see "frontage". 
Front lot line: see "lot line, front". 


