






ORDINANCES FOR ACTION 

Ordinance No. 18-128 - Introduced by Council - An Ordinance adopting Chapter 523 of 
the Codified Ordinances of the City of Zanesville, entitled "Public Nuisance Abatement" 
Relating to Combatting Crime, Combatting Drug-Related Offenses, Removing Problem 
Residents, and Abating Other Public Nuisances. 

Mrs. Osborn moved for second reading, seconded by Mr. Foreman. 

Mr. Vincent: Is there any discussion? 

Mr. Sharrer: I know that we have a Public Safety meeting in which we are going to 
discuss some changes to this proposed Ordinance. I just wanted to let Council know 
and that public meeting will be advertised . The Clerk is going to get that set. There will 
be some changes discussed and that kind of thing so I would encourage Council to 
come to that public meeting if possible and certainly the public is welcome. 

Mr. Vincent: So you are anticipating having time for the public to have input at that 
meeting? Do you have an hour? 

Mr. Sharrer: We will have a meeting lined up right after it so there may not be a lot of 
time, but we wanted to make sure we did get a meeting in prior to it coming to Council 
for its th ird reading . If we don't get all of the changes made that we need or we feel 
there may be some issues, then we can certainly postpone that from third reading on 
the 26th of December. 

Mr. Vincent: We will look forward to when that meeting date is. We hope we get a good 
turnout. Is there anything else from Council? I do have an associate here to speak on 
that. 

Mr. Larry Emerson, 1329 Pear Orchard Road , Dresden, Ohio 43821 speaking against 

Ordinance 18-128. 

Mr. Vincent: Mr. Emerson, were you able to hear Mr. Sharrer talking about there is 

going to be a meeting on this. 

Mr. Emerson: I couldn't hear every word that was spoken. I didn't hear whether there 

was a date and a place. 
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Mr. Vincent: No date is set yet, but they are working on that. They are shooting before 
the next Council meeting. 

Mr. Sharrer: We are shooting for December 17, next Monday, but nothing confirmed. 

Mr. Vincent: With that, they are going to be discussing some changes that Mr. Sharrer is 
th inking about at this point, so you have a petition in to speak. If you would like to speak 
tonight you are welcome to do so. You have three minutes tonight and you can still also 
come to the meeting next Monday night then too. Or if you want to wait until next 
Monday that is perfectly fine also. 

Mr. Emerson: I would like to make some quick statements if I could. 

Mr. Vincent: You have three minutes, sir. 

Mr. Emerson: First I want to say that you know me as a board member of the 
Muskingum Area Real Estate Association , but I am not speaking in that capacity tonight. 
Everything I say I haven't had time to go over this in depth nor to have legal counsel so 
everything I say is just the words of Larry Emerson. We are meeting tomorrow night as 
a group and I hope to have some information to be able to bring them from here that will 
help us with our decision. This looks to be a very bad Ordinance for landlords. As I can 
see it, it looks like an attempt to shift the financial responsibility for policing the City from 
the City to the landlords. We rent houses; we are not police officers. We don't set policy. 
I will go real quickly. On the 3rd page where there is a list of one, two , three , four and 
then on to ten. I am dOing this real quick because of the time lim itation . Item ten is any 
health, safety, or sanitation violation under Chapter 521 of the Codified Ordinances; that 
should be stricken completely. That is Code. Zanesville has a very effective and very 
hard working Code. They take care of that and they shouldn't be said in the same 
breath with the next thing which is any sex offense and the next one is weapons 
offenses. Code violations shouldn't be counted as a nuisance because a lot of places 
have code violations and a lot of them are minor. A person not having a lid on their 
garbage can doesn't equate with a sex crime or with drugs or crime in general. 

Skip down real quick to 13, any activity or violation indicated to be a public nuisance 
anywhere in the Codified Ordinances or the Ohio Revised Code. This is any place, 
anywhere, this is too broad. This is too broad for anything. I mean it is already said any 
Code or any Ordinance any place can already be enforced. This doesn't need to be in 
there. It is too broad. Jumping down, and this is the one that really upsets me and I will 
try to keep myself under control here. Number 17: I blame a lot of this problem on 
Zanesville, and not just Zanesville , but we are talking about Zanesville here. On the 
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Zanesville Safety Committee, the Public Safety Directors; because of the amount of 
time and money they spend on these drug addicts and carrying these little cans of 
Narcan around when they should be doing a lot of other work that should be being 
done. Yes, it is costing a lot of money; but as a property owner, I didn't have anything to 
do with that decision. I don't use drugs; I don 't promote drugs; and trying to shift the 
burden of paying for all this Narcan nonsense; the deities, whoever you believe; God or 
whoever; vowed a solution to the drug problem. 

Mr. Vincent: Thank you, Mr. Emerson, 

Mr. Emerson: We are letting these people die. 

Mr. Vincent: You time is up. 

Mr. Emerson: Is my time up? 

Mr. Vincent: Yes. I am sorry 

Mr. Emerson: Anyway, don't blame us for something that you are perpetuating by 
making the drug problem worse. 

Mr. Vincent: Thank you, Mr. Emerson, and with that 

Mr. Emerson: If anybody would like to speak to me after about this I would be glad to 
talk to you and have a little information to bring to my group. 

Mr. Vincent: Thank you, Mr. Emerson. With that, your information will be recorded in the 
minutes then and I encourage you and anyone else from your association to make that 
meeting then once it is finalized. You can check with the Clerk then too to make sure 
that you are e-mailed that information if you would like that so you know when the 
meeting is and encourage others to attend. With that, I will turn to the Law Director, Mr. 
Tarbert, is there anything you want to add? I know you went over with Council with this 
as far as you put a lot of work into this to make this work out. I know we had a problem 
over on Baker Street, I think it was, and this is kind of where this all started as far as a 
way in the future to deal with properties that are a problem. 

Mr. Tarbert: This just gives us another tool. It gives the City another tool in the tool box 
about how to deal with some of these properties that aren't responding to or they aren't 
being good neighbors to some of the other citizens. The City receives complaints and 
just these repeat houses that have or are harboring felons, harboring prostitution, that 
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are doing things they shouldn't be doing and tearing down the rest of the 
neighborhoods. It gives the City another option on how to deal with some of these 
properties. 

Mr. Vincent: Those landlords that actually work with the City when they are made aware 
of problems, to get people out of the properties, as Mr. Emerson shared as far as how 
he has done in the past with some of his properties. He has had to work to move people 
out from illegal activities going on which I think is an important thing to do. So, if the 
landlords are working with the City and Law Enforcement this doesn't come into play? 

Mr. Tarbert: Correct. 

Mr. Vincent: If they are making efforts to abate the problem. 

Mr. Tarbert: Correct. We send a letter and if they help to abate those nuisances then 
there is no penalty for those landlords. 

Mr. Vincent: Okay, Alright. Thank you, is there anything else from Council? Any 
comment? Thank you, sir. Thank you , Mr. Emerson. We are at second reading so all in 
favor of second reading signify by saying aye. 

All present were in favor. None were opposed. 
Motion carries. Mr. Baker and Miss Bradshaw were absent. 

Ordinance No. 18-129 -Introduced by Council- An Ordinance authorizing the proper 
City Official to enter into a contract with Crawford, Murphy, and Tilly Inc., consulting 
engineers for engineering services related to the development of the Zanesville 

Municipal Airport. 

Mrs. Osborn moved for second reading, seconded by Ms. Gildow. 

Mr. Vincent: Is there any discussion? Hearing none, all in favor of second reading 

signify by saying aye. 

All present were in favor. None were opposed. 
Motion carries. Mr. Baker and Miss Bradshaw were absent. 
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